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Riverside Weekly
A warm welcome to everyone joining us for our
worship this 2nd Sunday in Advent
11:00 Morning Worship — Carl Squire
12:30 till 3:30 Christmas Tree Festival
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Today’s Steward is Joan Wilson
Happy Birthday to:

Sandra Baker (Today)
Edna Smith (Saturday)

Congratulations to:

Jack & Eileen Lomax– 63rd anniversary (Tomorrow)

T he Church is decorated for Christmas with Alan’s trees, Sues
plants and the Tree Festival trees.
T hanks to everyone

Do join us for tea & coffee after
the service this morning

Sunday 10th December
11:00 Morning Worship — Carl Squire
12:30 till 3:30 Christmas Tree Festival
6:00 Circuit Advent Praise & Worship in Church — Rev Phil Poole
Tuesday 12th December
10:00–12:00 Ysgol Bryn Collen Coffee Morning at the Memorial Hall
Wednesday 13th December
10:00 Prayer Group meet in the vestry — you are very welcome to join us
Thursday 14th December
10:30 ‘Open the Book’ at Ysgol Bryn Collen
3:00–5:15 After school Drop-In at the Memorial Hall for Secondary School
Pupils.
Saturday 16th December
10:00 Nativity Rehearsal in Church
10:00 till 3:00 Christmas Tree Festival at Church
Sunday 17th December
11:00 Nativity Service
12:30 till 3:30 Christmas Tree Festival
6:00 United Carol Service in the Town Hall, refreshments will be served
from 5:00.
Tuesday 19th December
10:00–12:00 Ruabon Methodist Church Coffee Morning at the Memorial
Hall
Wednesday 20th December
10:00 Prayer Group meet in the vestry — you are very welcome to join us
Thursday 21st December
3:00–5:15 After school Drop-In at the Memorial Hall for Secondary School
Pupils.
Sunday 24th December
11:00 Carol service — Rev Phil Poole
11:30pm. United Midnight Communion at St Collens
Christmas Day
110:30 Family Worship — Rev John Wiggall
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Advent Hymn
Light a candle in a darkened place,
in its flame see hope on every face,
Christ our Saviour will be born,
heralding a brand new dawn,
so let it burn.
In the darkness, see the coming light,
Word of God speaks through the darkest night,
keep a watch, the time is near,
time for hope and not for fear,
so let it burn.
Stepping through each page of history,
prophets contemplate this mystery,
celebrate the coming King,
words of joy and hope they bring,
so let it burn.
In the desert now the waiting’s done,
make things ready for your King, says John,
see, his glory is revealed,
and the hope for all is sealed,
so let it burn.
Mary found true favour with the Lord,
yet she trembled at his strange reward,
knew this was the special One,
hope for many through God’s Son,
so let it burn.
Do not fear, today I bring good cheer,
Jesus Christ, the Saviour now is here,
God has lit his flame of love,
through his Son from Heaven above.
So let it burn.

(c) 1996, 2002 Clare Stainsby

Minister:- Rev Philip Poole (01978) 860877 Email:- philpoole@btinternet.com

Christmas Greeting Leaflet
As usual there will be the leaflet for Christmas Greetings to be shared
with the Church family — iof you would like your greeting included,
in return for a donation to Nightingale House, please use the forms
available from the back of church, which enables me to keep track
of all the greetings. Please let me have your greetings by Sunday 17th
December
Norman

Come and see the trees and vote for your favourites!
Saturday 10:00 till 3:00

Sunday 12:30 till 3:30

The editor’s jottings!
“Circuit Praise & Worship this evening” — cakes & mince-pies will be
required for the refreshments — so if you are coming please bring some
with you; there will be some hungry singer & musicians who have been
practising form 4:00!
“Nativity Service” — if you can help provide mince-pies for the refreshments
on Sunday 17th December, please bring
them along on the Sunday morning
“Teams4U” — Over 8,000 Shoeboxes
are on their way to Romania from
Wrexham! Thank you to everyone
who has donated, volunteered & made
an incredible difference in a child’s
life through this Appeal! We couldn’t
possibly have done it without you!
From all their depots in the UK over
33, 000 shoeboxes have been sent, this is more than lst year.
“Bible Study” — we will next meet for a social evening on Wednesday 3rd
January at Paul & Anna’s
“Ysgol y Garth” — as last year the pupils from Garth School will be using
our church for their Christmas production — rehearsals will be on the
morning of Tuesday 12th December with performances on the afternoon
and evening of Wednesday 13th December.
“A Winter’s Tale” — as usual
Eirwen Jones will be putting
on a Christmas Concert on
Saturday 23rd December.

Norman
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Today’s Bible Study (from the Methodist Church Website)
Readings

Psalm 85; Mark 1:1-8 “John proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful than
I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of
his sandals.’” (v. 7)

Background

Mark’s opening words tell us that there is “good news” (v. 1) (Old English:
‘gōd spel’hence ‘gospel’) about Jesus of Nazareth. Mark doesn’t mention
Jesus’s birth, unlike the Gospel of Matthew’s opening genealogy (Matthew
1:1-17) showing the Hebrew ancestors of Jesus, or the Gospel of Luke’s
infancy narratives (Luke 1-2) which are too like many such stories in the
ancient near east. Mark begins with theology - but not the long sentences
and profound thinking of John’s Gospel. Other Gospels are like detective
stories: it takes you a while to notice the clues as to who Jesus is. But Mark
begins with the biggest plot spoiler of them all: this is “the beginning of the
good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God” (v. 1).
We can read the first verse as the title of the story, and the next seven verses
as a list of contents. The contents are three-fold:
There is the anticipation of the arrival of the Son of God (verses 2-3). Mark
sets out the Old Testament background: the longing for ‘the anointed one’
(Hebrew: ‘masiah’, Greek: ‘christos’) expressed by Isaiah and used by John
the Baptist. There will be a herald announcing that the Messiah will soon
arrive, and telling people to prepare the route. John dresses like Elijah the
prophet to show he is that herald (verse 6; 2 Kings 1:8).
People need personally to be ready to welcome him: they need to ‘repent’
so that their thoughts and hearts are open to him (verses 4-5).
John speaks of the baptism in the Holy Spirit that will come for those who
encounter Jesus, and reminds us that, as John does, we need to point people
to Jesus, who will equip us for our task of sharing the good news (verses
7-8).
But if this is the beginning, what about the end of the story? The oldest
ending of Mark’s Gospel tells us that the women who went to the tomb
“said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid” (Mark 16:8). Thank God
that the story didn’t actually end there. Thank God that the good news
of the Son of God can still be proclaimed by those who overcome their

fear. Thank God that we can still - every day - prepare for the coming of
Jesus, both as he baptizes us afresh each day with the Holy Spirit, but also
as we prepare for his coming again. To modernise John the Baptist’s last
sentence (verse 8) ‘You think this is good? You ain’t seen nothing yet!’

To Ponder

How different would it be if we live each day as if Jesus were coming
tonight?
“To die will be an awfully big adventure” (J M Barrie in Peter Pan). Where
do you think the ‘good news’ story really ends?
How easily do you find it to point people to Jesus? Why?
Bible notes author: The Revd Dr Neil Cockling

Some of the religious programmes on TV & Radio
each week
BBC1 15:00 Sunday 10th December — Songs of Praise

Preparing for Christmas
Josie d’Arby celebrates Advent by following the journey of a Christmas tree
from a Devon forest to a village church, while its farmers share their own
deeply held Christian faith. In Plymouth, a church minister with cancer describes how God is helping him look forward to Christmas. JB Gill meets B
Positive, a new choir founded by the MOBO Awards and the NHS to encourage people from all different backgrounds to give blood, and he donates his
own for the first time.

Radio Wales — 7:30 & 18:30 Sundays — Celebration
Radio 2 — 6:00 Sunday Morning —The Sunday Hour
Radio 2 — 7:00 Sunday Morning — Good Morning Sunday with Clare
Balding
Radio 4 — 8:10 Sundays — Sunday Worship
Radio 4 (LW) — 9:45 Monday to Thursday Mornings — Daily Worship
Radio 4 (LW) — 9:45 Friday Mornings — Act of Worship

Information for ‘Riverside Weekly’ should be sent to the editor,
Norman Pybus (01978) 861390 Email:-editor@llangollenmethodist.org.uk
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Don’t ‘go it alone’
‘“It is…by my Spirit,” says the
LORD.’

Zechariah 4:6

Z

erubbabel was called to rebuild
the temple. It was a huge
undertaking, so God told him, ‘“It
is not by force nor by strength, but
by my Spirit,” says the LORD…
“Nothing, not even a mighty
mountain, will stand in Zerubbabel’s
way”’ (vv. 6-7 NLT). When God calls
you, you need to know: 1) You may
have to walk alone. When God uses
you, people often assume you’re
strong and don’t need anything.
They don’t realise you’re just a
regular person who’s half scared
to death at times, and who’s more
amazed by your success than they
are. And when nobody stands with
you or ministers to you, you become
vulnerable to discouragement. 2)
You need God’s help or you’re in
trouble. Samson discovered this: ‘He
awoke from his sleep and thought,
“I’ll go out as before and shake
myself free.” But he did not know
that the LORD had left him. Then
the Philistines seized him’ (Judges
16:20-21 NIV 2011 Edition). God
stepped back and let Samson see

Word
for
Today
that it was the Lord doing it, and
not himself. So you must live with a
sense of dependence on God. 3) It’s
God’s power, not yours, that makes
the difference. If you’re waiting
for God to give you exceptional
equipment before you decide to get
into the fight, you’re not going to
experience victory. God’s ‘strength
is made perfect in weakness’ (2
Corinthians 12:9 KJV). The way you
know you’re truly anointed is when
God takes substandard equipment
and performs supernatural feats.
And that only happens when you
say, ‘Lord, I don’t see how You could
do this through me, but I’m trusting
You to.’ That’s when He gets involved!
Published by UCB, Stoke on Trent

For free daily readings see
Elisabeth or Norman

